31 North Fourth Street (Cinruss Buildipg)

EBaston :
Northampton Count
Pennsylvania

PHOTOGRAPHS

HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

Historic American Buildings Survey
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20243

HABS Wo. PA-51L0



HAKS 5 =@ - s

&

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. PA-51L0

31 NORTH FOURTH STREET (Cinruss Building)

Location: 31 North Fourth Street, Easton, Northampton County,
Pennsylvenia
Present Owner: Easton Redevelopment Authority, Third and Riverside

Drive, Easton, Pennsylvania 18042

Present Occupant

This nineteenth century building contributes to the
streetscape and is a reminder of pre-Civil War
commercial architecture.

1.

Date of erection: ca. 1857 (date building first appears on

LY

Original and subsequent owners: See Supplemental Material
for Abstract of Title and Title Search. Co

and Use: Vacant
Significance:
PART T. HISTORICAL INFORMATION
A, Phjsical History:
1.
map of city)
2. Architeet: Unknown
3.
B. Sources of Information:

Bibliography:
a. Maps: Hurley Map (1857) (Easton Public Library)
Bird's Eye View of Easton (1873) (E.2.L.}
Beer's Atlas (187L4) page 35 (E.P.L.)
Sanborn Map, 1915, Sec. 6 (City Engineer's Office)
Sanborn Map, 1927, See. 1 (C.E.0.)

b. Title GZearch, Recorder of Deeds, Northampton County,
Pennsylvania

c. Supplemental Material:
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RIDTION A

Ail =zhat ceriain messuwage, tenement, lot or picce: of
land with the buildings cthereon srected, situate at the northeast
corner of Horth Fourth 53Lreet and Church Street, in the Clty of
Easton, County of Northampton, State of Pennsylvania, extending
along North Fourth Street northwardly 30 feet and of that width
in depnth ecastwardly 123 Iszet, 8 inches.

Bounded on the north and east by land late of the Estate
of Jopathan Moore, on the south by said Church Street, and on the

west by Horth Fourth Street.
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DESICRLTNION A-)

11 rhat >prctain Riwen 3tory brick dwalling bwouse and

i

ALl those cerhtaln two frame dwalliisg nouses and the lot or plece

of ground whereon Lhe said dwelling houses are sfected, the said

lot or piece of ground bheing situated on the east side of North-

Fourth Street, {formerly zallad Hamilton Strest in. the Borough of

Zaston, aforesaid, apd convaining on £ront an said Street thirty
(30) feet and extending in depth of that width =astwardly one

hundred and twenty (1290} feet. Bounded on the North by ground

of Jonathan Moore (late of Christian Butz) on the East by ground

of the said Jonathan Moore (late of the said Christian Butz), on

the South by Church Street, and on the West by North Fourth Street,

formerly called Hamilton Street,

Being a part of the lot marked in the General Plan of

the said Borough of Easton - No. 164.
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ADVERSE DEED

All that certain messuage, tenement, lot or plece of
land sltuate on the north side of Church Street, in the City of
Easton, County of Horthampten and State of Pennsylvania, more
narticularly bounded and described as folliows, to wikt:

Beginning at a point on the north side of Church Street,
said point being distant 113 feet 8 inchesg, more 6r less, from the
northeast corner of North Fourth and Church Streets; thence extending
in an eastwardly direction along the north side of said Church
Street a distance of 10 feet to other land now the property of the
parties of the second part; thence extending of that width in depth
in a northwardly direction a distance of 30 feet, more or less,
to other land now the property of the parties of the second part.

Tt being bounded on the north and east by other lands
now the property of the parties of the second part, on the south
by Church Street and on the west by other lands now the propgerty

of the parties of the first part.
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b DEED
Znoch N. Arnold 5 deed dated: May L, L38O
) fecerded: £ - LG - 411
! to ) Description: A-1
i } fonsideration:  38,4100.00
: Hanry Ghipman h Acknrowledged: May 1, 18380
)] Zntered: September 24, 1380
) Warranty: General
[
Henry Snipman died intestate on dune 21, 1210 - sce Raegister's

File #18433. The widow of Fenry Shipman was Anna M. Shipman.
However, Fannie Shipman was appointed administratrix.

This estate was saettled by Robert A. Stol:z, Esquire. See
Miscellaneocus Book 52, Page 53 — this is a release to Fannie Ship~
man, Administratrix of the Estate of Henry Shipman. It recites
that Anna Shipman and Jeanette Shipman were the widow and daughter
of Henry Shipman.

See recital in Deed Book E, Volume 44, Page 324 - dated
July 11, 1917. Recites that Henry Shipman died intestate leaving
to survive him, a widow, Anna Shipman, now deceased, and two daugh-
. terg, Jennie Shipman and Fannie Shipman Dalrymple. 7This deed

recites that Jennie Shipman was unmarried.

The 2state napers also refer to a Jennie Shipman.

i Nalrymole 3 . Rpril 2, 1914
1 3 8 - 12 - 132
; i :
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alier H.ooasheon ! Speeial :
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{e arival status o given Tor Jeapaite Zhapgpman.
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Inventory ipcludes 31 sorth 4th Street, #fasion, Pennsyivonia -

[+

1
"+
oy

524,020,200 - and 35 Noritr Straet, Saston, Pannsyvlvania -
$20,000.90. Promises at 31 Moo dth Skraet were sold ke Trank 5.
Johnson for $32,000.00 - including the assumption of a $24,000.00
mertgage. Prenises at 35 No. 4th Street weras seold Lo George B.
Sherry and Horace L. Magee for $25,000.00 - including the assumption
of a2 §$20,000.00 mortgage.

NOTE: This deea conveyaed description A. Although the
grantors only owned 120 feet in depth — see Description A-1l.

On November 12, 1918, Walter H. Ashton purchased the property

to the north and east of these premises. See Deed Book C, Velume

416, Page 331.

DEED

Deed dated: HNovember 1%, 1921
Recorded: C - 49 — 126
Description: A

Censideration: $8,000.00
Acknowledged: Wovember 19, 1321
Entered: November 21, 1921
Warranty: None

The Easton Trust Company,

Executor of the last Will

and Testament of Walter H.
Ashton, deceased

to

Frank S. Johnson

A et Y Mt et ! et

Whereas, Walter H. Ashton became in his lifetime seized of
the hwereinafter doescribed nremises and heing so seized thereof died
Ipaving 2 lTast Will dated March 35, 18120, wherein he authorized
nig.Executors Lo sell real sstate and appointed as- Zxecutors
Cathevina M. Aszhiton and the Caston frusi Company.

Teshamintary ware issved only Lo f£ho Zaston Trust

Auc et Lo a4 nortdgage of £24,48000080
When this ocomievance was made, bzeaese Wallter H.o Ashion
Bad previousiy survhnsed Dhe adjeining pramises, he acihually owned

Goscription A ond D28 oUnyeyand? Ancs Lgoproper,
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apayAn
Frank 3. Jobnson and ) ixaed dated: January 3, 1323
Josephnine H. Jannson, i Recorded: ¢ - 30 - 275
his wife } Degcription: A
) Consideration: 336,000.900
o } Acknowledged: January 3, 1923
) Entered: January 4, 1923
jever Feinbery } Warranty: General
Subiject to a mortgage of $24,000.00.
{Wote: This was really two 312,000.00 mortéagesl, Hortgage

Book 214, Page 305 and Mortgage Book 214, Page 307.)

Znteresd:. Januvary 22, 19224
Warraaty: General

DEED
Meyer Feinberg and ) Deed dated: July 12, 19223
Minnie Felnberq, ) Recorded: D - 51 - 135
his wife ) Description: A
) Consideration: 3$1.00
o ) Acknowledged: July 11, 1923
) Entered: July 12, 1323
Henry L. Weitzman ) Warranty: General
}
DEED
Henrv L. Weitzman and } Deed dated: November 27, 1923
Dora Weitzman, his wife ) Recorded: A - 532 - 68
) Description: A
to ) Consideration. $1.00
} Acknowledged: Novembher 27, 1523
Charles Goldsmith ) Entered: HNovember 27, 1927
)] Warranty: General
)
L EED
Charles Soidamith {(single) ; Beed dated: Japuary 21, 1924
} Racgordeds: G - 31 - 629
o 3 Sescription: A
} Comsideration:  $1.00
Tnarles F.ogaub 3 Acknowiedged:  January 21, 12324

fogather smouncing fo $34, 000,00,
soe0nd nortysge Deling.

AN - and
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BEED
Charles F. Daub and ] Julv 13, 1924
TinmaE B, Daugb, his wife K Fo- 52 - 50

: on: A

Lo H ion: 51,00

) . ad: Jualy 1S, 1924
Allaen 7. Bhacy ) Interad:  July 13, 1924

3 darrantys: Gaperal

¥

Subject to two mortgages together amounting to $34,000.00.
The first mortgage being $24,000.00 - and the second wortgage baing

$15,000,00.

DRED

Allan F. Stacy (single) ) Deed dated: January 12, 1925
3 Recorded: A - 54 - 322
to } Description: A
} Consideration: $1.00
Nathan Ytkin ) Acknowledged: January 12, 1925
) Entered: January 12, 1925
) Warranty: General
}
DEED
Nathan Ytkin and ] Deed dated: Tebruvary 11, 1926
Ida S&. Ytkin, his ) Recorded: D -~ 55 - 151
wife } Description: A
) Consideration: $1.00
to } Acknowledged: February 11, 1324
) Entered: Tebruary 11, 1926
James L. Smith and ) Warranty: General
Robert R. Smith }
}

See Miscellaneous Book 78, Page 154 - Pennsvivania =dison
Comnnany has 2 Jighi fo anintain a Lrocoket on this pailding fox

alavesie lines - Dacember 30, 192

Gaath, larkrant B
b
e} :
Ploers o n TonT, Toisinid a
Yoaby Do Tourt o ST Sheatos,  Easteon Dlatvict of
3 Y L salnras Wz Tmivlh, lvanhrunt Vitox s M, Toopor
dunotsrad 18 tTustae and Lis toed spovoved o tha scoune of 33,300
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Jetober 22, L2931

Aobert A Saichk, 2K,

H
FanKrupe } 36 - 238
) e 21, 19231
O ) 1857
Alpert M, Pepper, Trustee }
)
Drstrict Qourt of the Uniked States, Zastern District of

Pennsylvania declares Rebert R. Smith, Sr., bankrupt. Albert M.
Pepper, ppeinted 28 Srushes and his ond approved in the amount

oL $2,500.30

DEED

Albert M. Pepper, Trustee of the
Bankrupt Estates of Robert R. Smith,
Sr., and James L. Emith, Bankrupts

peed Dated: December 29, 1931
Recorded: D - 64 - 60
Description: A
Consideration: $1.00 plus

three mortgages
Acknownledged: December 29, 1531
Entered: April 1, 1932
Warranty: None

to

First MNational Bank and Trust
Company of Easton, Fennsylvania,
a United States corporation.

F R P N e

Whereas, the said Robert R. Smith, Sr. and James L. Smith,
upcen petitions duly f£iled in the District Court of the United States
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, were individually adjudicated
voluntary onankrupts on Octoper 22, 1931, by the court, the éaid
<causes respechively docketed as #14,857 and 414,858, and

she zald Sohwe s 2, Gaits ol Jomes L. Bmith were

AL ohe wime of Fheir sdivdiosiion as soluantars bankrunpis, the oint

o
Fh

pesition

imeredpon, Albert M. Pepper, on Decenber 28, 1931, exposed

.

naid premises to public salz - subject to the taxes and municipal
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Liens tipereon and. sold same o First Uational Sark and Trust
Comeany of Zaston, Fennsvivania, and.bhe zale was confirmed on
Cegemoer 28, 1931.
Sold subjecht to all taxes and municipal liens theresin and
to the follewing mortgages:
1. $12,000.00 - due Jeanette sShipman - Recorded Mortgage
2ook 214, Page 305. {Satisfied: September
11, 1834}
2. $12,000.00 - due Fannie 8. Dalrymple - Recorded Mortuage
: Book 214, Page 307 ({Satisfied: April 9,
1936)

3. $6,000.00 - due W. Evan Dalrymple -~ Recorded Mortgage
Book 325, Page 193 (Satisfied: March 25, 1933}

Miscellaneous Book 101, Page 209. - Receiver was appolinted

for Pirst National Bank and Trust Company of Easton. Receiver to

A o be FDIC. Thereafter, Francls B. Kelley was appointed liguidator.

DEED

The Federal Depogit Insurance
Corporation, as Recelver

of the First National Description: A

Bark and Trust Company of Consideration: $13,000.00

} Deed dated: May 18, 1944
)
)
)
Easton, Pennsylvania }  Acknowledged: May 18, 1944
}
)
}
?

Recorded: E - 75 - 231

Entered: June 1, 1944

to Warranty: MNone

Douaglas Packenthal

=)

dheroas, She Comptrolier of the Currancy of he United.
Jtates of America has duly consented to the siale by fhe sald Receiver
o€ all of rtheose lots.or pleces of ground with th2 tuildings and
Lmprovensncy theroon sreched situate in che City of Zasiton,. County
2Ff toridhamptonr nd State nof Penpsvivania, vereinatter described; and

Tnaveas, after pestition Ziled cheredor,. the United Staces.

il

Slebrres Sourdtc lor the Dastern Discrici oi Donnsyivania, as ool
M- 1079, has auchorized sad owmpowersd the sald Foderal Daposit

. L L
nguranece Torporaklion Lo grant, oconvey,. wransier and set over the

arreinafter deseribed to J. Douglas fachkenchal.

. The said fedexral foposit Iosurance Corporation as Tooeiver

' aforesaid does herebv constitute and appoint Frances B. Helly to
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sorate act and de2d Lo acknowledg?

e LEB AEOINeY . sor Lt oand in 1us

name and a8 and. for 1ts coOYr—

~pis deed nafore anyone having

authority €O take such acknowledqament.

DEED
J. Douglas Eackenthal and }
Janeh W. ?ackenthal, his 3
wife. )
)
0 )
)
Wathan L. Relbman and H
Jaanette F. Reipman, his )
wife )

Dead dated: April 12, 1946
recorded: C© 7 79 - 103
Hesoription: A
considerations: 51.00
acknowledged: Apeil 12, 1946
Entered: npril 16, 1946
Warranty: special
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GRGUND RENT

NONE

DOWER CHARGE
NONE

ADVERSE CONVEYANCES

ADVERSE DEED

Nathan L. Reibman and
Jeanette F. Reibman, his
wife

Deed dated: April 9, 1947

Recorded: Deed Book B, Voiume 81,
Page 84

Descriptiont B

Consideration: $1,000.00

Acknowledged: April 9, 1%47

Entered: BApril 10, 1947

Warranty: General

to

Henry D. Schafer, Jr. and
Beulah A. Schafer, his
wite

St et e N N N S e

Reserving, nevertheless, the full and free, right and
liberty to the parties of the first part, their tenants, servants,
visitors and licenses, in common with all others, having the like
right at all tiﬁes nereafter with or without veéhicles of any
description, for all purposes connected with the use and enjoywent of
the other lands of the parties of the first part, to pass, repass,
load, ard unload on, over and along the land herehbhy conveyed.

To is understiood that sald =sasement 1s. retained upon the
erpress waderstapding cnd condition that the same may e used by
rhe nartles of “he irst oart, their helrs, sxecutors, adninilstra-
cors, mpd assigns, in scnrjapcesion with the use of ihe. parties. of the

soond part, nhelr sucoessors, as3igns and tenants: also that the
marcies of nho Tiosh parit, thels SuCcessors,. assigns and enants,
will e in no way bDoumd Do ounsiruct Dhe roaduay or fo xeep fhy same
ia vep2ir, but ohat sald roadway thall ba o coastructed ang Repi in
sapalr by and ac vhe axpénse 2E tne sald. parties of the second cact,

Luslo mepirs aand agsiyns.

WONE
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ALSCELLANEOUS

tions at law or in eguikv have been instituted
i involving title to Description A.

1. By agreement between Robert R, Smith and James L.

51}

mith, trading as Smith & Sons, and Pennsylvania Edison Company,

dated December 20, 1327 and recorded in the office aforesaid . in

Miscellaneous Book 78, Page 154, the Pennsylvania Edison Company,
its successors and assigns have a right to maintain a bracket on

the building on these premises, for electric lines.

2. By adverse deed dated April 9, 1947 and recorded in

the office aforesaid in Deed Book B, Volume 81, Page 84, Nathan L.

Reibman and Jeanette F. Reibman, his wife, granted and conveyed

unto Henry ». Schafer, Jr. and Beulah A, Schafer, his wife, a por-

tion of land at the rear of these premises {(10' X 30'}. See

Description B.
Thig same adverse deed contains the following reservations:

"Reserving, nevertheless, the full and free, right ang

liberty to the parties of the first part, their tenants, servants,

visitors and licensees, in common with all other, having the like

3 cight at all ftimes hereafter with or without venicles of any descrip--

i ® use and enjovment of the:

cion, Ior all purposes connected with ©

ather tands of the nartles of the first sart, to pass, T2pass,

toad and anload on, over amd along e hereby conveyed.

ement is retained upon

“Tioig anderstvod Shav said

the sane nay he ased.

gnderzianding and conditlon . That

heirs, oxscuroers, adminis-

AL 2 im0y e

ion with the use of the parties of

zaponnd pard, hYhelyr sucoessors, issigns. and tenants: also thaé the

sarties of sora, assigns and bonants,

L Mg . o

Wwill o be ip no way Round o constract the oadway or Lo Keew the sahe

ip repair, but that said readway shall be constructed and kept in

i repair, by and at the expvense of the sald parties ¢f the second

sart, thelr heles and agssigns.”
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Prepared by: David J. Diliberto
Community Development
Easton, Pennsylvania
January 1980

Robvert 5. Lange

Historic American Buildings Survey
June 1980

PART TI. ARCHITECTURAL TNFORMATION

A. General Statement:

1. Architectural character: This building combines elements of
both Greek Revival and Italianate styles. This is shown in
the recessed doorways, the first floor cornice, curved wooden
window hoods, and a projecting cornice with ornate curved
brackets and detailed panels,

2. Condition of fabriec: Presently, the condition of this building
is fair, yet deteriorating.

B. Description of Exterior:

1. Over-all dimensions: This building measures 30' x T1', and
is three bays wide and three stories tall.

2. Foundation: Stone foundation walls

3. Wall construction, finish and color: Gmed stretcher brick
construction, unpainted.

L, Structural system, framing: Brick exterior bearing walils
with wood floors.

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads: Wcod and metal fire
escapes/porches at rear of building.

6. Chimneys: One at. seutheast corner of building.
T. Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: Entrance to upper levels at northern
bay of first floor is through a recessed wooden door
with glass panels, and a large square transom above,
Fntrance to commercial first floor is through a recessed
wood and glass door located below the central bay.

b. Windows: The first floor has plate glass display windows;
the second and third floors have double-hung 2/1 windows
with wooden sills and curved woodén hoods.
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Roof':
2. Shape: flat

b. Cornice: White ornate wood cornice at the roof line with
curved woocden brackets and square panels. Above the first
flcor is a plain wood cornice which turns the corner of
the building, running a few feet down the alley wall.

This cornice is vertically framed with flat pilasters with
projecting caps.

Description of Interior:

1.

Floor plans: A partial basement with cement flcor containing
g concrete block fire proof heating room with a metal door.

The first floor contains retall space; with two large store
rooms at the rear, and a powder room at the north side. The
second and third floors contain two apartments, each of which

_has four rooms and a bath.

Stairways: There 1s a central stairway of wooden constructlon
with varnished balusters. .

Flooring: Linoleum tile throughout, except for asphalt tiles
in two kitchens and pine flooring in ancther.

Wall and ceiling finish: Besides painted walls -and ceilings,
both second floor kitchens have papered ceilings, with one
having a composite wainscotting.

Openings:

a. Dcorways and doors: All have wooden trim and four panels.
Some are painted white, others are varnished.

Site:

1
Ea

General setting and orientation: The building faces due west
and is bounded by North Fourth Street on the wesiy, 33-35
Yorth Fourth 3treet on the north, Church Street on the south,
and an empty lot on the east (rear). The surrounding sireet-
scape Is broken up by parking lots which separate many of the
nineteenth century buildings.

Prepared by: David J. Diliberto
Community Development
Easton, Pennsylvanisa
January 1980

Robert S. Lange
Historic American. Buildings Survey
June 1980

b
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PART TTI. PROJECT INFORMATION .

This project was undertaken for the Historic American Buildings Survey
(HABS) by the City of Faston, Pennsylvania, in compliance with Executive
Order 11593 and a Memorandum of Agreement with the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation as a mitigative effort in the project to demolish
31 North Fourth Street in the Basion Historie Distriet. John A. Burns,
ATA, and Emily J. Harris were the HABS proJect coordinators. Photographs
were taken by J. Richard Thorne in November 1979. The written material
was prepared by David J., Diliberto of Community Development . of Easton,
Pennsylvania, in January 1980. The records were edited and prepared for
transmittal by Robert S. Lange of the HABS office in June 1980.



